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Grace and peace to you 
from God our Father and 
from Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  We use words in 
the church which are old 
fashioned and not used in 
any other place.  We take 

them for granted but I am not sure we could explain 
what they mean if someone who wasn’t a Christian 
asked us to define them.  Here are few and what they 
mean: 
 

 Hallowed - honor as holy.  When we say this we 
are recognizing that God is holy and we honor 
His name as holy as well. 

 Trespasses - (we do use this one outside the 
church but the connotation may be different) to 
make an unwarranted or uninvited incursion.  
We use this word in the Lord’s Prayer to talk 
about sin.   

 Succor - (we use this word in Rite I) furnish 
relief. 

 Sanctify - make sacred or holy 

 Catholic - universal church “We believe in one 
holy catholic and apostolic Church” 

 Repent - to turn from sin and dedicate oneself to 
the amendment of one's life 

 Epiphany - an understanding of the essential 
nature of something.  We celebrate Epiphany in 
the church as the revealing of Jesus by the Magi 
as King and Savior. 

 
These definitions are taken from the online 

Merriam-Webster dictionary.  They are simple 
definitions which don’t cover the whole 
understanding of these words but they are good and 
can help us when we use them in context.   

 
If you come across a word that you are unsure of let 
me know and we can share that with others as well.   
 
Blessings, Pastor Terri 
 

 
Christmas Eve (Monday, December 24) 
  6:00 p.m.  Mass of the Nativity  
  9:30 p.m.  Christmas Anthems and Carols 
10:00 p.m.  Candlelight Service 
 
Christmas Day (Tuesday, December 25) 
9:00 a.m.  The Feast of the Nativity with a capella 
carols 
 

 

ATTENTION:  Ministry leaders 
The Annual Report for your ministry is due…Please, 
please…turn your reports in to the parish office by 
January 2nd or earlier via e-mail: stjohnselkhart@gmail.com. 

A list the ministries will be available in the Sunday 
news insert beginning December 9th. 
 

 
Envelopes for your Christmas flower 
memorials are available on the table at the 
back of the sanctuary and on the ministry 

table in the hallway.  Please note that Wednesday, 
December 12 is the deadline to have your memorials 
turned in to the parish office in order for them to be 
printed in the Christmas bulletins.  Memorial 
envelopes received after that date will be published 
in the Sunday bulletin after the New Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2019 offering envelopes will be available on 
Sunday, December 16th.  If you don’t have 

envelopes, now is the time to let Becky know if you 
want your own box.  If you no longer use your 
envelopes, please let Becky know that as well. You 
can call the office at 295-1725 or email her at: 
stjohnselkhart@gmail.com.  Remember to throw away 
those old envelopes.  Since envelope numbers can change 
year to year, using a previous year’s envelope could result in 
your offering being credited to another person. 

 
Music concerts at  

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the 
remaining concert series at St. John’s.  
      December 2, 2-3pm:  Anna Hagen, Harpist 
The concerts are free to the public with refreshments 
following, and donations will be given to the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund.  The concerts are underwritten 
through the generosity of Ed and Ellie Tom. 
 

Spring 2019 concerts to be announced.  Dates are 
March 3, April 7, and May 5. 

The Tower * December 2018/January 2019 
 

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist 

               Don’t forget to turn in your pledge  
              sheet ASAP.  We need your pledge for 
the preparation of the 2019 budget.  You can 
place your pledge sheet in the offering plate on 
Sunday or you can mail it to the office at 226 
W. Lexington Ave., Elkhart, IN  46516.   
Your support, no matter how large or small, 
helps fund ministry, the upkeep of our beautiful 
building, our outreach programs, church 
supplies and operations. Additional pledge 
sheets are available on the table at the back of 
the sanctuary and in the hallway.  

 

mailto:stjohnselkhart@gmail.com
mailto:stjohnselkhart@gmail.com
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In case of severe weather…       
closings for worship services 
and events will be announced  
on FACEBOOK, WNDU news (or  
their website at wndu.com), and 
our website at stjohnselkhart.org 
(click on Church Life and then 
Church Calendar). 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Light Memorials 
 

This year we are inviting you to sign up for flowers 
or the sanctuary light for each Sunday.  There is a 
Flower Chart and Sanctuary Light on the bulletin 
board where you can sign up for specific dates.  
Please neatly write your name and who or what you 
would like to honor or celebrate on that Sunday.  
Here is an example: 
 

January  
1/6/19    In memory of Bill Engel by the Petersons 
 

Both the flowers and the Sanctuary light are 
available for each Sunday.  We recommend a 
donation of $30 per week for flowers and $4 per 
week for the Sanctuary light. 
 

For 2019 we have written in the celebrations that 
have been long standing for flowers or the Sanctuary 
Light.  Please check to see if yours in already on the 
charts and if not, then sign the chart for the Sunday 
you’re interested in. In 2020, we will leave the chart 
blank and you will need to sign up for any Sunday 
you may be interested in.   
 

 
Christmas Families…..  It is time for our 
annual sponsorship of Beardsley School 
families for Christmas.  We will have 

cards available for pick-up on December 2, 2018.  
All gifts should be wrapped and returned to the 
Common Room by December 23, 2018.  Please 
attach the gift tag with the recipient’s name when 
you wrap your gift.  This wonderful ministry is one 
of our most meaningful events of the year.  Thanks so 
much for your support and participation. 
 
 
 

Financial Update…through November 25th  
 

Contributions: “Pledged and Non-Pledged” 
Year To-Date 

Received 
Year To-Date 

Budget 
2018 Total 

Budget 
$157,929 $161,235 $178,385 

 

Your pledge and commitment to St. John’s is important and 
appreciated for all you do. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vestry Meeting Summary 
November 2018 

 

Bishop Doug came for a Vestry visit to discuss 
any concerns that the Vestry may have; to ask where 
he can help; and to talk about the initiatives to 
develop ministry in the diocese. He talked about the 
Five Marks of Mission and where the focus is: 

 

 On evangelism 

 On stewardship 

 On formation 
 

The Vestry meeting itself was kept brief because 
of the Bishop’s visit and incoming weather. 

Pastor Terri began the meeting asking for 
congregational prayer concerns and thanksgivings.  
The reports were reviewed and approved. 

Margie reported on safety training.  John 
Dixon is heading up this initiative. 

Dennis reported on building concerns. 
Convention- The delegates watched three 

short videos about Bishop Curry’s pilgrimage to 
Africa and places where people were enslaved to be 
taken to other countries. These videos are on the 
Episcopal website. Pr. Terri will lead a 
Congregational Forum on this after the New Year. 

Bishop will visit January 13 to lead worship 
and confirm people, One Service, Rite I. 

Judy Robison is now Chair of Altar Guild.  
The Vestry thanks Lynne Miles for her years of 
service and Susan Coyne for her assistance and years 
of service. 

November 18 - UTO Sunday 
Advent Service – December 12 at 6pm.  

December 21, 7pm Longest Night Service at St. 
David’s 
Christmas Eve Services 6pm and 10pm 
Christmas Day Lessons and Carols, and Mass no 
organ 9am  
 

Adjourned with the Lords Prayer 
 

Next Meeting-December 10, 2018, 7:00p 
 

Officers 2018 
Margie Paulen, Senior Warden 
Dennis Beardall, Junior Warden 
Darla Miller, Clerk 
Joan Straight and Jim Burkert, Treasurers 
Vestry Terms 2018 – 2021 
Anne Davis, Margaret Davis, Ed Battjes, 2019 
Judy Robinson, Louann Smith, Katie Meyer, 2020 
Beth Hall, Betty Loomis, Robin Wenger, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 Liturgical Calendars are now available in the 
Common Room.  The cost for each calendar is 
$2.75.  You can pay for them by placing it in the 
offering, or by dropping it off at the parish office.   
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Vestry Election 2019 
 

Each year we elect three new vestry members as 
three finish their three year terms.  Please read the 
short biographies of the three members who are 
running for vestry this year.  Nominations are 
welcome from the floor at the annual meeting as 
well.  Please ask the person you wish to nominate if 
they are willing to serve prior to lifting up their 
name. 
 

Chris Renner: 
Serving the Church is part of who I am. I served on 
the vestry as the property chairman for three of the 
five years I attended St. Alban’s in Fort Wayne. I also 
served as a crucifer and usher for most of that time 
as well. I am presently serving as usher here at St. 
John’s and help in the food pantry on Saturday 
mornings.  I am currently the chair of the Grounds 
Committee formerly known as the Green Thumb 
Club.  Melissa, my wife, is studying to become a 
Deacon in the Episcopal Church.  We have been 
married 7 years and we have three children. 
I have grown as a Christian and as a man through 
my various ministries over the years. I would like the 
opportunity now to serve on the vestry here at St. 
John’s and continue to grow in my faith. 
 

Charlie Goethals 
I am employed by Big C Lumber Co., Inc. and work 
out of the Corporate Offices in Granger, IN as Fleet 
Manager. My wife Brenda and I have been married 
since 2006 and between us have three children, 
Ryan of Elkhart and Jakob of Sevierville, TN, a step 
son Chad of Elkhart and two step grandchildren, 
Gavin & Haley, also of Elkhart. While a member of St. 
Paul’s in Laporte, I served three separate terms on the 
vestry and two more as Jr. Warden.  I also chaired St. 
Paul’s Buildings & Grounds Committee for many 
years; was involved in two search committees while 
there; was an usher and assistant scout master for the 
parish sponsored Boy Scout Troop.  Since joining St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in 2004, I’ve been active as 
both a lay reader and usher at the 8:00am service.  
For the past 10 years, I have served as our Food 
Pantry’s director where I have been blessed with a 
second family, the volunteers.  I have served a prior 
3-year term on our vestry as well as on our most 
recent search committee.  In addition, I have 
represented both parishes at three Diocesan 
Conventions.  Should I be honored by election to 
serve on the 2019 Vestry, I hope to be able to draw 
upon some of my previous experiences to help St. 
John’s not only to survive, but to thrive well into the 
future!     
 

Michele (Rief) Medford 
In 1971, when I was 2, my family moved to a small 
neighborhood on the upper St. Joe River.  That small 
neighborhood happened to have three Episcopalian 
families, who are members here at St. John’s—the 

Toby Borneman family, the Dan Logan family and 
the Phil Lux family.  I became best friends with Liesa 
Logan and through that friendship started attending 
St. John’s, where I was baptized and confirmed. 
I graduated from Concord High School, then 
received my cosmetology training at Elkhart Beauty 
College.  I have been a cosmetologist for 30 years, 
work that I love.  I have two children, Alexis Ham, 
deceased, and Austin Ham, who were both baptized 
at St. John’s.  My husband, Allen Medford, and I will 
be celebrating our 4th anniversary in February. 
I have worked with the Food Pantry for nearly 10 
years, filling in as needed.  I was also involved with 
the LEV Ministry previously, and I have recently 
joined Altar Guild.  As a self-employed cosmetologist, 
I have experience in managing finances and working 
with many types of people.  I feel that I could further 
contribute to St. John’s, and I would be very honored 
if elected to serve on the vestry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Name Badges:  Because of the time it takes to 
set up the machine for the making of name 
badges, the company had requested that we 

not order any until we have several to order.  
Therefore, a decision was made at that time to only 
order name badges one time per year.  The next 
order will go in during the month of February, 2019.  
If you would like a name badge, please let Becky 
know.  Also, she will need to know how you want 
your name written on your badge.  (Example: Mary 
Ellen Smith or Mary Smith?; Christine Smith or Chris 
Smith?) 

Wedding Anniversaries and Birthdays 
 

December Wedding Anniversaries 

Jim & Betty 
Loomis 

12/15 
Jack & Ann  

Turnock 
12/29 

Charlie & Sue  
Moore 

12/17   
 

December Birthdays 

Ann Turnock 12/05 Floyd Moreland 12/20 
Tim Purdie 12/06 Trudy Battjes 12/26 
Katrina Willis 12/07 Lynne Miles 12/26 
Sally Doering 12/10 Brenda Goethals 12/27 
Fran Meckley 12/10 Patsy Logan 12/27 
Jim Morningstar 12/11 Gary Botts 12/28 
Phil Lux 12/15 Betty Loomis 12/31 
Cheryl Menzel 12/17   
 

 

January Wedding Anniversaries 

        Kenny & Anne Davis    1/07 
 

January Birthdays 

John Yonkers 1/03 Phyllis Companion 1/16 
Matt Davis 1/10 Carl Tiedemann 1/22 
Emilie Tiedemann 1/12 Odette Cassis 1/23 
Donald Bloom 1/15 Jeff Morningstar 1/25 
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The *Parish Office will be closed 
December 24th through January 1st.  
The Administrative office will also be 
closed on January 2nd and 3rd. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregational Faith Formation - Door of Return: 
Racial Truth and Reconciliation Pilgrimage - Youth 
and Adults are invited to come together to watch 
three videos “that open conversation about race, 
faith, and the path toward healing.”  Bishop Curry 
took a pilgrimage to Ghana to visit sites important to 
the slave trade and its legacy.  February 3, 10, 17 at 
9am in the Common room.   
 

 

The One Hundred Fifty-second 
Annual Parish Meeting 

will be held in the Great Hall on 
January 27, 2019 

(Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany) 
after the combined 9:00 a.m. Rite II Mass and a 

carry-in Meal. 
 

Responding to California’s Wildfires 
 

As you know, the current wildfires in California have become the most destructive in the state’s history. 
Episcopal Relief & Development (ERD) is partnering with the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles and the Episcopal 
Diocese of Northern California as they coordinate with local congregations to provide emergency support to those 
impacted by the wildfires in Northern and Southern California. The US Disaster Team is in daily communication 
with the dioceses through coordination calls to organize response efforts. 

For more information, there is a special bulletin from ERD on the table in the hallway and at the back of 
the sanctuary.  If you would like to contribute to the ongoing work with the impacted diocese, please write any 
checks to St. John’s Episcopal Church and write “Wildfires-ERD on the memo line.  (Checks written directly to 
ERD cannot be processed through St. John’s.)  

Please continue to pray for all those impacted by the wildfires in addition to our church and other partners 
as they reach out to their most vulnerable members and neighbors and begin the initial relief and recovery work. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Name: __________________________________    Telephone: _______________________ 
 

    How Many?                          Kinds Available This Year 
                                   Chicken Noodle 
                        Broccoli Cheese 
                                    Vegetable Beef 

 

                                  Total _________ 

                The Mitten Tree will be placed in the  
                narthex the beginning of December  
                for the hanging of new hats, mittens,  
                gloves, and scarves for children.  
Your generous gifts of warmth are distributed 
to needy children benefitting our Food Pantry 
and CAPS.   

*Parish Office Closed = Pastor and Parish Administrator out 
**Administrative Office Closed = Parish Administrator out 

 

St. John’s 2019 Outreach Soup Sale 
 

Soup for Sale from our Outreach ministry…Each year we have dedicated volunteers who make 3 varieties of 
soups which are very tasty.  The proceeds from the soup sale are used to promote the work of our Outreach 
ministry.  We are taking orders through Sunday, January 20.  We are in need of plenty of help making the soup.  
A sign-up sheet for Friday, January 25 and Saturday, January 26 will be posted.  Soup will be available for pick 
up on January 27 after our Annual Parish Meeting.  Order forms are available on the table at the back of the 
nave.  Please ask your friends and organizations to order soup as this is the largest single fund raiser for our 
outreach program at St. John’s.  Thanks for your participation. 
 

Scammers - T’is the season for scammers to come out.  Please be aware that there is a scam where an email 
is sent from a pastor or priest asking for money to help with person’s expenses.  It will request that you 
purchase a gift card and then send the number by email to help out.  Pastor Terri will not ask you to give 
her any financial information through email.  If she asks for help with a particular person, she will indicate 
that you can write a check to the church.  Please be careful.   
 


