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Vestry Meeting Summaries 
 

MAY 
Vestry was opened at 7:00 pm with 
prayer.  Reports were given by Dennis 
Beardall, Head of Search Committee.  
Five candidates have been presented to 
the Search Committee from the Diocese.  
A matrix has been developed to filter 
these candidates and interview questions 
have been developed for use with Skype.         
Senior Warden Report:  George 
presented to Vestry Dennis and Willy 
Beardall, and Michelle Medford as LEV’s.  
Moved, seconded to accept these names.  
Passed Unanimously.  George and Ellie 
Tom reported on the search for a summer 
and new organist.   Emily will depart on 
May 21st.   Summer organist will start on 
June 18th. The Food Pantry received 
$1500 from the Social Outreach Grant 
program of the Episcopal Church.  The 
Invite, Welcome, Connect Committee has 
been formed and will be headed by 
Dennis Beardall. This committee was a 
result from the parishioners who attended 
the evangelism workshop at St. Alban’s in 
Ft. Wayne.  The Committee will meet on 
May 21st and report at June 12th 
Vestry...Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 
pm reciting the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

JUNE 
The meeting was opened with prayer.  
Formation:  Vacation Bible School will be 
July 17-21 at Grace Lutheran.   
Moved and seconded to assist John 
Yonkers with $450 for summer camp.  
Passed Unanimously.  George will 
investigate if the church could receive a 
reduction in the Diocesan assessment.  
George announced that Father Dan has 
resigned from the priesthood and will be a 
pastor in the Missouri Lutheran Church.  
Denny requested that A/C be installed in 
the back of the church.  He will schedule 
an all church work day. Search  
 

 
Committee: Two of the five candidates 
presented for consideration as Rector  
have been interviewed.  The Vestry will 
hold a special meeting on June 19 at 7pm 
to discuss the next steps.  Invite, 
Welcome, Connect Committee will be 
chaired by Dennis Beardall and Margie 
Paulen.  Dennis stated that Krysie 
Stoelting, graphic artist, will upgrade and 
update the church’s website.  Feast to 
Feed has received $23,000 in 
sponsorship funds.  Ed expects another 
$15,000 in ticket sales.  Tickets may be 
purchased directly on the Elkhart 
Salvation Army website.  It was 
announced that the church will contract 
with two Notre Dame students, organist 
Heejin Kim for three years and cantor 
Victoria Fraser for one year.  They will 
visit on Aug 20 and begin their work on 
Aug 27.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:35 
pm in prayer led by Louann Smith. 
 

JULY 
The meeting was opened with the Lord’s 
Prayer led by Tony De Dario.    An official 
call has been made to Terri Peterson as 
the new pastor for St. John’s.   She has 
requested to be called Pastor Terri.  A 
compensation package prepared by the 
Finance Committee was distributed to 
Vestry for comment and approval.   It was 
moved and seconded to approve the 
package as presented by Finance with a 
$3,000 ceiling in additional funds if 
needed.  Passed Unanimously.   The 
Letter of Agreement or contract between 
Pastor Terri and the church was 
distributed.   Each section was reviewed 
and modified to the particulars of St. 
John’s.  Margaret Davis recorded all 
changes.   Contract will be retyped, 
signed, and sent to Bishop Doug.  It was 
moved and seconded to approve the 
aforementioned changes.  Passed 
Unanimously.   Vestry adjourned at 9:35 
pm. 
 

 

Financial Update – thru July 23rd   
 

Contributions: “Pledged and Non-
Pledged” 

Year 
To-Date 

Received 

Year 
To-Date 
Budget 

2017 Total 
Budget 

$86,190 $93,972 $168,500 

 
Your pledge and commitment to 

St. John’s is important and appreciated 
for all you do! 

 
 

 

The Elkhart Lions Club is 
always in need of used 

eyeglasses.  The Lions will see that your 
discarded eyewear gets to people in 
need.  There is a Red Donation Box 
where you can deposit your old glasses in 
the Common Room on the Library 
counter.    If you have any questions call 
Judy Ulery at 522-6804.  Thank you for 
your donation!   
 

 
The Administrative Office will 
return to regular hours on 
August 1st.  Please note 

however that Becky will be out-of-the 
office on August 3rd. 
 

Mon. - Wed.                 8:00-4:00 
       Thursday                      8:00-3:30 
 

The Parish Office will be closed for the 
Labor Day holiday on Monday and 
Tuesday, September 4th-5th. 
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BRINGING OUR BEST 
By Melissa Renner 

 

Occasionally you may hear someone from a non-liturgical church ask why we place so much emphasis on our church buildings and 
all of the ornate furnishings, vessels, “costumes”, candles, bells, and smells. Episcopal churches are undeniably beautiful places 
which are very special to those who attend Mass weekly, or more. When we have attended a parish for a long time, the people there 
become our family – and the church becomes a second home. And just as we can parallel the church to our home, we can see a 
reflection of our lives outside the church in the celebrations of the church.  
 

A Special Place  
Certainly, anyone can worship or pray in any place, but the church is a place that is set apart for this special activity we share with 
each other – praising the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit together. We do not think of the church as a place that contains God, like the 
temple built by Solomon; instead, it is a place that we intentionally visit for a time we specifically set aside in our week for prayer.  
 

A Season for…  
Throughout the year, we observe, enjoy, and sometimes dread the change of seasons. Especially in the Midwest, we have four 
noticeable seasons which require us to change our behavior. Also, as human beings, we have seasons of life, and we adapt our 
behavior to them. In the church year, we have a waiting season (Advent); a season of celebration of the incarnation of God on Earth 
(Christmas); a season of penance (Lent); a week of intense prayer (Holy Week); a 50-day season of celebration of the resurrection 
(Eastertide); and the season of Pentecost, which is aptly known as Ordinary Time in the Roman Catholic church. If we think about 
special or important times in our lives, we can find analogous examples. For my husband Chris and me, our seemingly endless six-
month process of moving to Elkhart was an extremely Lenten experience. Fortunately, Easter always follows Lent, and we began to 
make new friends, settle into our new life here, and feel reborn, as in the waters of baptism.  
 

Dressing Up 
The vestments worn by the priest, lay Eucharistic ministers, acolytes, and crucifer also have their equivalents outside of the church. 
We dress up to go to a special celebration, such as a graduation, or a wedding. In the church, we do the same on Sundays (because 
every Sunday is an Easter celebration). Especially during the Easter and Christmas season, priestly and diaconal vestments are 
ornately designed to convey the kingship of the Lord. Lent is a more somber time when we put off our crowns and dress more 
humbly, both as congregation and altar party. The red vestments of Palm Sunday and Holy Week remind us of the blood of Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross. In the time of Pentecost when we are putting our gifts of the Holy Spirit to work, we put on our working clothes 
and save the fancy outfits for more special occasions.  
 

Setting the Table 
When we invite friends over for a special meal in our homes, we may set the table with a nice cloth, our best china and flatware, fold 
cloth napkins, and include a centerpiece on the table. There is a pleasure in welcoming a special guest to our homes, and we make 
the extra effort – one could say, a “sacrifice” – out of love for our friends. Our Eucharistic celebration is no different. Personally, I look 
forward to the day when I will be able to set the Eucharistic table as a deacon, because I feel called to do this. But then there are still 
diverse occasions for meals. At home, I might use a different set of plates, depending on the occasion. Likewise, some churches 
even use different altar vessels, made of pottery, outside of the seasons of Easter and Christmas; this certainly communicates a 
different message than an altar set with the very finest crystal.  
 

So we may use different vessels and vestments in our worship, and though we observe distinctive seasons within the church year, 
celebrating the Eucharist, other sacraments, or attending morning or evening prayer – these experiences in the church are 
extensions of our lives outside the church, but in them, we bring our very best to the Lord. Then, with the help of the Holy Spirit, we 
can see our ordinary lives transformed into the extraordinary which we experience every Sunday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

   

Love’s lesson 
A new school year promises new adventures, challenges and friends — as well as new classes, homework and lessons. 
But the most important (and simplest) lesson we can learn is summed up by 19th-century hymn writer Jane Eliza 
Leeson:  

 

    Savior, teach me day by day love’s sweet lesson to obey, sweeter lesson cannot be, loving him who first loved me. 

 



 

 
 

Please volunteer to be 
a host and bring 
goodies to the coffee 
hour.  If you would like 
to volunteer for a 

Sunday now and then, sign up on the 
sheet posted in the Common Room. 
 

Fellowship/Coffee Hour Hosts 

August 6 Open 

August 13 Open 

August 20 Open 

August 27 Open 

September 3 Open 

September 10 Open 

September 17 Open 

September 24 Open 
 

 
The Food Pantry is always in 
need of plastic grocery bags.  
Your contribution of plastic 
bags would be so helpful.  

Right now we are using them up at a 
rapid pace.   Thank you! 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On August 27th we 
will welcome our new 
Director of Music, 
Heejin Kim, and 
Cantor, Victoria 
Fraser to St. John’s.  
Please make them 
welcome. 
 

 
 

 
God of tomorrows 
 

This is the blessed life — not anxious to 
see far in front, nor eager to choose the 
path, but quietly following behind the 
Shepherd, one step at a time. The 
Shepherd was always out in front of the 
sheep. He was down in front. Any attack 
upon them had to take him into account.  
 

Now God is down in front. He is in the 
tomorrows. It is tomorrow that fills 
[people] with dread. God is there already. 
All the tomorrows of our life have to pass 
him before they can get to us.  

 

—F.B. Meyer  
 

 
 
Beatitude in action 

 

After a renowned career in academia, 
priest and author Henri Nouwen devoted 
his final years to living in community with 
and caring for adults with severe 
developmental disabilities. A friend once 
asked Nouwen if it might make more 
sense to spend his remaining time 
writing.  
“I am not giving up anything,” Nouwen 
answered. “It is I, not Adam [the man he 
helped with the most basic needs], who 
gets the main benefit from our 
friendship.”  
Nouwen didn’t merely read Jesus’ 
beatitude “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7). 
He lived it.  

 

—Based on I Am in Here  
by Elizabeth Bonker and Virginia Breen 

The Second Annual  
Feast to Feed  

is coming August 19th! 
 

This special event began in 
order to help stock the food 
pantries of the Salvation Army 
and Saint John’s Episcopal 
Church.  Saint John’s and The 
Salvation Army are dedicated 
to Elkhart, focusing on making 
our city a better place to live 
and helping those in need.   
 
To purchase tickets for “Feast 
to Feed” go to this website: 
saelkhart.org and click the 
"banner" for "Feast to Feed." 
Or you can visit St. John’s 
Facebook Page. 
 

Tickets to the August 19 
event are limited. 

 

OUTREACH INGATHERING FOR BEARDSLEY SCHOOL 
 

The in-gathering for school supplies to be made available to students in 
need is coming to an end on August 13th.  Please bring the following items 
to the Church. 
 

   CRAYONS       PINK ERASERS                 PENS        SCISSORS            
   RULERS          SPIRAL NOTEBOOKS      GLUE         PENCILS 
   PAPER            ERASER CAPS                 FOLDERS  
   KLEENEX        BACKPACKS                    NOTEBOOKS 
 

Also needed:     

 Clorox wipes 

 Copy paper 

 Hand sanitizer 

 2” 3 ring binders with clear plastic slip cover on front 

 Letter size long envelopes white 

 Ziploc bags quart and gallon size 
 

Thanks for your support!!! 
 

http://saelkhart.org/


 

 
 

 

           For our children: Claudia,  
           Jensy, and Brenda. 

 
                         For those who are ill or have a 
special need or concern: Becky, Adler, Gene, 
Rob, Bob, Wes, Jeff, Kay, Louann, Jeremy & 
Katie, Jeanna, Ed, and Betty. 

 
For our Vestry:  Almighty God, giver of every 
good gift:  Look graciously on your Church and so 
guide the minds of those who make choices for 
your people and our ministries; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist  +  226 West Lexington Avenue  +  Elkhart, IN  46516-3128 
Office:  574-295-1725  +  Fax:  574-295-1744  +  Website: stjohnselkhart.org 

Facebook: “Like” for Episcopal Church of St. John the Evangelist page. 
 
 

 

E-Mails: 
 

       

Transition Priest: 
       The Rev. Canon Dr. Hugh Page  

        

Parish Administrator: 
Mrs. Rebecca Martin 

stjohnselkhart@gmail.com 

Summer Organist 
Mr. Michael LeGrand 

 

 

 

The Wardens and Vestry 
 

George Biddlecome, Senior Warden 
 

Denny Thompson, Junior Warden 

Jim Burkert and Joan Straight, Treasurers 
 

Rob Wenger, Clerk 

2018 2019 2020 

Tony De Dario Ed Battjes Katie Meyer 

Judy Robison Anne Davis Margie Paulen 

Ellie Tom Margaret Davis Louann Smith 

 

August Anniversaries 

Steve & Heather Cash 08/05 Mike & Carole Thomas 08/14 

Matt & Margaret Davis 08/08 Ryan & Susanne Graham 08/19 

Tim & Lona Purdie 08/08 Jim & Nancy Morningstar 08/23 

Jack & Margie Paulen 08/09   
 

August Birthdays 

Madison Balk 08/02 Cindy Thompson 08/22 

Robin Wenger 08/02 Evan Balk 08/23 

Evan McDowell 08/03 Willy Beardall 08/23 

Robin Hansell 08/05 Corinne Reed 08/23 

Marian Battjes 08/09 Rusty Botts 08/26 

Tony De Dario 08/11 John Dixon 08/26 

LaVerne Herzberg 08/14 Lisa Robinson 08/27 

Jacqueline Thain 08/15 Howard Thain 08/27 

Heather Cash 08/16 Darla Miller 08/29 

Julie Balk 08/22 George Biddlecome 08/30 

Steve Cash 08/22   

 

September Anniversaries 

Charlie & Brenda Goethals 09/09 Steve & Kathy Sponseller 09/25 

Alan & Jessica Hauger 09/12   
 

September Birthdays 

Ron Longbrake 09/01 Robi McDowell 09/19 

Denise Thain 09/03 Abby Battjes 09/20 

Larry Schalliol 09/05 Jeff Straight 09/20 

Kathy Sponseller 09/06 Ed Welter 09/22 

Jack Turnock 09/10 Jen Goins 09/27 

Jack Paulen 09/12 John Thain 09/27 

Luc McDowell 09/16 Kyle Willis 09/27 

Lucas Davis 09/19 Judy Gill 09/29 

 

mailto:stjohnselkhart@gmail.com

