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Fellow Members of the 
Body of Christ,  
 
 Grace and peace to 
you from God our Father 
and from Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  The Vestry, the 

Wardens and I are working to be more transparent 
and to implement checks and balances concerning 
the finances of the congregation.  These are very 
small changes but changes none the less.  Any 
change is difficult no matter how small.  One of the 
changes is to have each bill received signed off of by 
the group or person who oversaw the purchase or 
service.  It adds a step to bill paying but makes sure 
that there aren’t any mistakes that need to be 
addressed prior to paying it.   
 Earlier, we made a change to make sure that 
the building is empty of people prior to leaving on 
Sunday morning after mass.  A vestry member is 
assigned each week to walk through the building to 
make sure no one is upstairs or downstairs.  This is 
another safety step we have taken.   
 On top of these small changes we have 
suffered great grief since I have been here. The loss 
of so many beloved members in difficult situations 
and changes cause anxiety about our future.   
 Even the good things are changes that add to 
the stress.  We have several new members through 
baptism and have started Sunday School up again.  
We want so much for our children to grow up in the 
faith and continue to worship and serve here. 
 Come April Melissa Renner will be ordained 
a deacon and begin serving here at St. John’s.  We 
are excited to have this new ministry here (again) yet 
she will be serving in different ways than Deacon 
Frank did.  Again, a good change but a change. 
 We could even go back further than these 
events to the search process and the calling of a new 
pastor that is different than any you have had in the 
past.  This change is good for me!  I truly enjoy 
serving alongside you as a part of the body of Christ 
at St. John’s.  We are coming to care for each other 
and that will only continue into the future.  But, a lot 
has changed. 
 If we were to take a stress survey, it would 
show that we have had more than our fair share of 
stress and change in the last three years.  A 
conversation would also show that this community 
has held together and grows together over the years 
despite of and because of difficulties and change.  
We can also look to scripture for reassurance. 
Hear the Word of the Lord:   
 

 
Isaiah 41:10 “do not fear, for I am with you, do not 
be afraid, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I 
will help you, I will uphold you with my victorious 
right hand.” 
 
John 14:1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Believe in God, believe also in me.” 
 
Psalm 94:19 “When the cares of my heart are many, 
your consolations cheer my soul.” 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not worry about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
We worship a God that is with us always until the 
end of the age.  God strengthens us and keeps us 
even as we worry and mourn.  Thanks be to God. 
 
In Peace, Pastor Terri 
 

 
 

Ash Wednesday, Lent and Easter Schedules 
March 6: 
Noon and 6:00pm - Mass with Imposition of Ashes 
1:00pm - Ashes to go outside the church building 
 
March 13, 27, and April 10 at St. David’s: 
6:00pm - Soup Supper with book discussion 
7:00pm - Mass 
 
March 20, April 3, and 17 at St. John’s: 
5:30pm – Stations of the Cross 
6:00pm - Soup Supper with book discussion  

           (Book:  An Altar in the World) 
7:00pm - Mass with Taizé music.    

     
 

Holy Week 
April 14:  Passion Sunday 
April 17:  Tenebraé Service at 6:00pm 
April 18:  Maundy Thursday Mass  
     Noon and 6:30pm 
April 19:  Good Friday Service - Noon & 6:00pm 
April 20:  Easter Vigil with St. David’s at St. John’s 

    8:30pm 
April 21:  Resurrection Sunday Mass  

    8:00am and 10:00am 
April 27:  Ordination of Melissa Renner to the  
     Deaconate – 11:00am. 
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An Altar Guild meeting has been 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 2nd at 
6:00pm to discuss holy week duties. 
 

 
 

Spring Concerts 2019 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the 

remaining concert series at St. John’s. 
 

        March 10, 2-3pm:    The Chain Gang  
                                         Barbershop Quartet 
 

        April 7, 2-3pm:  Elkhart Symphony Zephyr 
                                        Woodwind Quintet 
 

        May 5, 2-3pm:   Elkhart Community Chorus 
 

All concerts are free and open to the public.  Light 
refreshments following the program. 

 
 
The way of Love, Practices for Jesus-Centered Life… 

 

The first practice I mentioned last month in 
the Tower was Turn.  This month we focus on  
Learn: Reflect on Scripture each day, especially Jesus’ 
life and teachings.  

One way we can do this during the season of 
Lent is to join the book study we are doing with St. 
David’s.  The book is An Altar in the World by 
Barbara Brown Taylor.  Please consider reading this 
book with us.  You may join us for discussion on 
Wednesday evenings at 6pm or you may read it on 
your own and meditation on what you learn. 

 
 
Time change next Sunday…don’t forget to 
move your clocks forward 1 hr. at bedtime 
Saturday Night. 
 

 
Shrove Tuesday Mardi Gras Party – March 5th at 
6:00pm.  This is an “Invite” event.  Pick up an 
invitation on the table in the sanctuary to invite 
another. 
 
 

The Easter flower memorial envelopes are 
available on the table at the back of the 
sanctuary and on the ministry rack in the 
hallway.  Sunday, April 14th is the (firm) 

deadline to have your memorials turned in for 
publishing in the Easter bulletins. Memorial 
envelopes received after that date will be published 
in the Sunday bulletin insert after Easter.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Children and Youth Lenten 
Activity - Sunday, March 24th at 
9:30-11:30am.  We will gather 
to make “tombs” for Lent. 
Throughout the rest of lent we 
will watch our hope in the 
resurrection grow!  Please invite 

anyone who might be interested in making this to 
join us for the activity (all ages are invited as well). 
 
 

How peace bears witness 
 

          Christians ought not to be smothered in fear. 
There is a spiritual readiness, where we return to 
having the peace of God stand guard over our hearts 
and minds.  
          What an incredible witness it is to a lost and 
fearful society when the Christian acts like a child of 
God, living under the loving sovereignty of the 
heavenly Father. The Christian needs to walk in 
peace, so no matter what happens they will be able to 
bear witness to a watching world.   –Henry Blackaby 
 
 

2019 Financial Update  
through February 24th  

 
 “Pledged and Non-Pledged Contributions” 

Year to-date 
Received 

Year to-date 
Budget 

2019  
Total Budget 

$26,235 $26,488 $172,128 
 
 
What is a Deacon and what will she do at St. John’s?  
Please join us in the Common Room on Sunday, 
March 3rd and March 10th at 9:10am.  We will 
continue to receive information with a question and 
answer time to discuss the duties of a deacon.  
 

Wedding Anniversaries and Birthdays 
 

 

March Wedding Anniversaries 

Beth and Kyle Willis 03/22 
George and Mona Biddlecome 03/26 

 

March Birthdays 

Catherine Young 03/03 Denny Thompson 03/19 
Lona Purdie 03/04 Dellaura Riggle 03/22 
Betty Willey 03/05 Austin Ham 03/28 
Katie Burkert 03/06 Charlie Moore 03/29 
Scott Hixon 03/11 Beth Nellist 03/30 
Ed Battjes 03/19 Katie Myers 03/31 

 
 


